
Let Safety Be Your Constant Companion

Reading This May Save Your Life

Keep your pet on a leash (or in a cage) at all times.  Pets are not allowed on park
trails, or anywhere off established roadways.  Pets may not be left unattended in
the park.

Pets in the Park

Predators such as owls, coyotes, javelina, and lions CAN and DO
kill pets here.  Even large dogs cannot defend themselves against
such predators.

Remember, desert heat is deadly.  Do NOT leave your pet alone in a
vehicle.  Pets are not allowed on trails, off roads, or on the river.  The

nearest kennel service is in Terlingua, 30 miles away.

A National Park is a refuge for the animals and plants living within it.  Even if
your pet doesn’t chase animals, dogs present the image and scent of a his-

torical predator.  The result is stress on native wildlife.

January 61/35 .46
February 66/34 .34
March 77/45 .31
April 81/52 .70
May 88/59 1.50
June 94/66 1.93
July 93/68 2.09
August 91/66 2.35
September 86/62 2.12
October 79/53 2.27
November 66/42 .70
December 62/36 .57

How Hot?
Avg.High/Low Avg.Rainfall"

79/47 15.34"Yearly average:

PANTHER JUNCTION

elevation 3,750 feet

Temperatures in the Chisos Basin vary 5-10 degrees below these readings, while
daytime temperatures along the Rio Grande average 5-10 degrees warmer.

Big Bend is unfamiliar country to most visitors yet it need not be dangerous. Whether hiking the highcountry, rafting the Rio Grande, observing wildlife, or simply driving the scenic roads of
this wilderness park, let safety be your constant companion. Spend a moment reviewing these common safety concerns so that you may have an enjoyable visit.

Driving
Many accidental deaths in Big Bend result from car accidents. While driving is a great way
to see the park, it can also be dangerous, particularly if you are tired or are going too fast.
Drive within the speed limit, 45 mph maximum in the park, and watch for javelina, deer, and
rabbits grazing along road shoulders,
especially at night. Seat belts are re -
quired at all times. Remember, too, that
you share the road with bicyclists and
pedestrians. Some park roads, such as
the road into the Chisos Mountains Ba-
sin, are steep and winding and require
extra caution. The Basin Road is not
recommended for RVs over 24 feet or
trailers over 20 feet.  Finally, always se-
lect a designated driver before drinking
alcoholic beverages.

Heat
Desert heat can kill you. Carry plenty of
water (at least one gallon per person,
per day) and wear a hat, long pants,
long - sleeved shirt, and sun screen
when hiking. Springs are unreliable and
often dry up for a portion of the year,
despite what maps indicate. Avoid hik -
ing during mid- day in summer; travel
as wild animals do, in the early morning
or late evening hours rather than during
the heat of the day.

Mountain Lions
Big Bend is mountain lion country, es-
pecially the Chisos Mountains. While lion attacks are rare, three have occurred in the last 10
years. Should you encounter an aggressive mountain lion, hold your ground, wave your
arms, throw stones, and shout. Never run. Keep groups together and consider hiking else-
where with young children if you come across a special mountain lion warning sign posted
at a trailhead.

Desert Wildlife
Black bears, javelinas, skunks, coyotes, and raccoons frequent Big Bend's campgrounds.
Although they sometimes appear tame, all of the animals in the park are wild, and could
pose a threat to your health and safety if you attempt to approach or feed them.  Never feed
any of  Big Bend's wildlife. To prevent these creatures from becoming habituated to people,
store all food, coolers, cooking utensils, and toiletries in a hard- sided vehicle, preferably in
the trunk of your car.  Food storage lockers are available for hikers and campers in the
Chisos Mountains. Dispose of garbage properly. At the Chisos Basin Campground, throw
away garbage in the special bear- proof dumpsters and trash cans provided. Remember to
report all bear or lion sightings to a ranger.

Hiking
Exploring this desert and mountain country on foot requires both mental and physical prepa-
ration. Trails vary from well maintained in the Chisos to primitive and barely visible in the
desert. Plan hikes within your ability. Take along a map and compass and know how to use

them. Flash floods may occur following thunder-
storms so avoid narrow canyons or dry washes. Stay
low and avoid ridges during thunderstorms. Carry a
flashlight and a first aid kit. Let someone know
where you’re going and when you expect to return.
If you get hurt or lost, stay in one place to conserve
water and energy. Signal for help; three blasts on a
whistle is a well-recognized distress call. In remote
areas, a large "X" marked on the ground by any
means visible from the air will signify that help is
needed. Carry a signal mirror. Remember to obtain
a free backcountry use permit before heading out
overnight.

Fire
Fire danger is always an important safety consider-
ation in Big Bend. Wood or ground fires are not
permitted in the park, and you must exercise cau -
tion in the use of gas stoves, charcoal grills, and
cigarettes. Big Bend has experienced drought con -
ditions in the past several years and some restric-
tions may apply to the use of these heat sources.
Check with a ranger for the latest information about
fire safety in the park.

Swimming
Hot weather makes the muddy Rio Grande look
very inviting, but swimming is not recommended.

Water borne micro - organisms and other waste materials can occur in the river and cause seri-
ous illness. The river can be hazardous, even in calm-looking water. Strong undercurrents,
deep holes, and shallow areas with sharp rocks and large tree limbs are common and make the
Rio Grande unsafe for swimming. If you do choose to swim, wear a life jacket and avoid alco -
hol.

Poisonous Animals
Venomous snakes, scorpions, spiders, and centipedes are all active during the warmer months.
Inspect shoes and sleeping bags or bedding before use and always carry a flashlight at night.
While snake bites are rare, they usually occur below the knee or elbow. Pay attention to where
you walk and place your hands.

Big Bend truly is wild country. In fact, many people visit precisely because it is so remote and
rugged. But remember, as you enjoy the splendor of this great wilderness area, to make safety a
priority. By giving forethought to your actions you can have a safe, exciting, and rewarding va-
cation in Big Bend National Park.

Keep the
Wild in Wildlife!

Never
Feed Javelina!

Regulations are strictly enforced!

Javelina are wild and can be dangerous...


